
 

                                                             Manifesto 
 

                          For a healthy artistic climate for the arts in Groningen  

Dear fellow artist,  
You might have heard about it: the availability of studios for visual artist is under pressure. 
There are not enough, they’re too expensive and too many are only temporarily. The HVK 
(Huurdersvereniging Kunstenaars = Tenants association Artists in Groningen), Biotoop and 
others have long waiting lists. 
 

We, BBK, BOK and Kunstenbond, have started a discussion with the city council members of 
Groningen, because we believe that the current situation cannot continue. Serious changes 
have to be made.  
 

We want all temporary artist studios to become permanent, no work space should disappear 
and new studios, living studios (home studio combinations) as well as breeding grounds must 
be added.  
 
Statement  
Groningen is the only medium-sized city in the Netherlands and by far the biggest in the 
north, with a population of around 240,000.  
With 62,000 students, Groningen is the northern center for higher education.  
With 4 art colleges (3 art academies, 1 conservatory), Groningen is the provider of art in the 
north.  
Groningen is home to the greater performing arts companies in the North, NITE and NNO.  
All combined, this means Groningen has a special responsibility for the development and 
flourishing of art and culture throughout the north of the country.  
 

The primary responsibility of the municipality of Groningen is therefore to ensure a healthy 
artistic climate for artists, starting with the provision of sufficient affordable working and 
rehearsal space.  
 

Bearing in mind that the economic position of artists is (and has always been) weak and that 
protection is a prerequisite for the flourishing of the arts.  
Bearing in mind that investment in the various arts should be proportionate (investment in 
places & venues for music; theatre; visual arts; dance; film).  
 
Visual arts 
 Compared to the rest of the Netherlands, the artistic climate in Groningen - especially for 
visual artists - is currently extremely unfavourable.  
 

Excluding vacant facilities and the private buy-and-rent sector, Groningen has only 26 
permanent studios per 100,000 inhabitants. By comparison, Maastricht has 166, Utrecht 161, 
Arnhem 137 and Amsterdam 127. 
 

The first goal is to maintain the existing facilities: Groningen once donated, free of charge, 5 
properties (buildings) with 60 studios to housing associations, consisting of work spaces for 



artists and to expand this stock as needed. Nothing has come of the latter. Now even the 
continuation of this donation is in jeopardy.  
 

If Groningen wants to compete with leading cultural cities elsewhere in the Netherlands and 
live up to its position as a cultural center, the number of studios with comparable rental 
conditions must be increased to at least 300 studios (125 per 100,000 inhabitants), i.e. an 
increase of 10,000 m2 of usable space.  
 

If Groningen wants to extend its protection to the 'creative industries' (Broedplaatsen), the 
required stock will have to be an additional 30,000, together 60,000 m2.  

Primary conditions  
Affordability for artists means that the bare rent anno 2024 does not exceed €50 per m2 per 
year.  
 

This excludes market parties such as property developers, which implies that the municipality 
works with idealistic administrators.  
 

That temporary housing should only apply to emerging artists for a period of 5 years, as well 
as to those who practice art forms that benefit from temporary accommodations.  
 

That these emerging artists should be offered the prospect of permanent accommodation after 
the temporary period, which implies that the number of permanent spaces should be such that 
the inflow and outflow can be balanced.  

We ask you to support and co-sign this before we hand it over to the municipal council. 
 
Erik Hofstra (BOK), Wilma Vissers (Kunstenbond), Tom Hageman (BBK) 

 


